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Week Ending Friday, December 27, 1996 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Bosnia 
December 20, 1996 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

In my report to the Congress of June 21, 
1996, I provided further information on the 
deployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed 
Forces to Bosnia and other states in the re- 
gion in order to participate in and support 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization-led 
Implementation Force (IFOR). I am provid- 
ing this supplemental report, consistent with 
the War Powers Resolution, to help ensure 
that the Congress is kept fully informed on 
continued U.S. contributions in support of 
peacekeeping efforts in the former Yugo- 
slavia. 

We continue to work in concert with oth- 
ers in the international community to en- 
courage the parties to fulfill their commit- 
ments under the Dayton Peace Agreement 
and to build on the gains achieved over the 
last year. It remains in the U.S. national in- 
terest to help bring peace to Bosnia, both 
for humanitarian reasons and to arrest the 
dangers the fighting in Bosnia represented 
to security and stability in Europe generally. 
Through American leadership at in con- 
junction with our NATO allies and other 
countries, we have seen real progress toward 
sustainable peace in Bosnia. We have also 
made it clear to the former warring parties 
that it is they who are ultimately responsible 
for implementing the peace agreement. 

Approximately 9,000 U.S. troops currently 
are deployed in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
under NATO operational command and con- 
trol as part of the current Stabilization Force 
(SFOR) total of about 35,800. All NATO na- 
tions and 18 others, including Russia, con- 
tributed troops or other support to IFOR and 
most will continue to provide such support 
to the follow-on force, discussed below. Most 
U.S. troops are assigned to Multinational Di- 
vision, North, centered around the city of 


Tuzla. In addition, approximately 6,900 U.S. 
troops are deployed to Hungary, Croatia, 
Italy, and other states in the region in order 
to provide logistical and other support to 
SFOR. 

Consistent with United Nations Security 
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1031 (1995) 
and the North Atlantic Council decision of 
December 16, 1995, IFOR has now success- 
fully accomplished its mission to monitor and 
ensure compliance by all parties with the 
military aspects of the Peace Agreement ini- 
tialed in Dayton and formally signed in Paris 
on December 14, 1995. War no longer rages 
throughout Bosnia. Weapons have been 
cantoned, troops demobilized, and territory 
exchanged. While inter-ethnic tensions re- 
main, the killing has ended and peace is tak- 
ing hold. Building on its accomplishment of 
military tasks that established the necessary 
environment for civilian implementation, 
IFOR also assisted in the overall civilian im- 
plementation effort, including elections sup- 
port, support to the international criminal tri- 
bunal and the facilitation of freedom of 
movement of civilian persons. IFOR also 
stood ready to provide emergency support 
to the United Nations Transitional Adminis- 
tration in Eastern Slavonia (UNTAES). 

In order to contribute further to a secure 
environment necessary for the consolidation 
of peace throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, NATO has approved, and I 
have authorized U.S. participation in, an 
IFOR follow-on force to be known as the 
Stabilization Force (SFOR). The United Na- 
tions Security council authorized member 
states to establish the follow-on force in 
UNSCR 1088 of December 12, 1996. Trans- 
fer of authority from IFOR to SFOR oc- 
curred on December 20, 1996. The parties 
to the Peace Agreement have all confirmed 
to NATO their support for the SFOR mis- 
sion. In particular, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
has indicated that it welcomes SFOR. 
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SFOR’s tasks are to deter or prevent a re- 
sumption of hostilities or new threats of 
peace, to consolidate IFOR’s achievements, 
to promote a climate in which the civilian- 
led peace process can go forward. Subject 
to this primary mission, SFOR will provide 
selective support, within its capabilities, to 
civilian organizations implementing the Day- 
ton Peace Agreement. 

NATO has planned for an 18-month 
SFOR mission, to be formally reviewed at 
6 and 12 months, with a view to progressively 
reducing the force’s presence and, eventu- 
ally, withdrawing. I expect the U.S. force 
contribution to SFOR to be about 8,500, less 
than half that deployed with IFOR at the 
peak of its strength. Many of the U.S. forces 
participating in SFOR are U.S. Army forces 
that were stationed in Germany. Other par- 
ticipating U.S. forces include special oper- 
ations forces, airfield operations support 
forces, air forces, and reserve personnel. An 
amphibious force is normally in reserve in 
the Mediterranean Sea, and a carrier battle 
group remains available to provide support 
for air operations. 

IFOR’s withdrawal has begun, on a sched- 
ule set by NATO commanders, consistent 
with the safety of the troops and the logistical 
requirements for an orderly withdrawal. A 
covering force of approximately 5,000 troops, 
drawn primarily from the U.S. lst Infantry 
Division, deployed to Bosnia in November 
to assist in IFOR’s withdrawal. During 
IFOR’s one-year mission, U.S. forces sus- 
tained a total of 13 fatalities, all resulting 
from accidents. Twenty-one American 
servicemembers were also injured in acci- 
dents. As with U.S. forces, traffic accidents, 
landmines, and other accidents were the pri- 
mary causes of injury to IFOR personnel. 

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed 
in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedo- 
nia as part of the United Nations Preventive 
Deployment force (UNPREDEP). This U.N. 
peacekeeping force observes and monitors 
conditions along the border with the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia, effectively contribut- 
ing to the stability of the region. Several U.S. 
Army support helicopters are also deployed 
to provide support to U.S. forces and 
UNPREDEP as required. Most of the ap- 
proximately 500 U.S. soldiers participating in 
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these missions are assigned to the 2nd Battal- 
ion, 63rd Armor, Ist Infantry Division. A 
small contingent of U.S. military personnel 
is also serving in Croatia in direct support 
of the UNTAES Transitional Administrator. 

U.S. naval forces continued, until October 
2, to assist in enforcing the U.N.-mandated 
economic sanctions as part of NATO’s par- 
ticipation in Operation SHARP GUARD. 
Because the economic sanctions have been 
terminated, U.S. naval activities in support 
of Operation SHARP GUARD have ceased. 
U.S. naval forces will remain on call to pro- 
vide assistance should economic sanctions be 
reimposed. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive, and in accord- 
ance with various statutory authorities. I am 
providing this report as part of my efforts 
to keep the Congress fully informed about 
developments in Bosnia and other states in 
the region. I will continue to consult closely 
with the Congress regarding our efforts to 
foster peace and stability in the former Yugo- 
slavia. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. This item was not received in time 
for publication in the appropriate issue. 


Statement on Annive of the 
Bombing of Pan American Flight 103 
Over Lockerbie, Scotland 

December 20, 1996 


On this day eight years ago, Pan American 
Flight 103 was savagely torn from the skies 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. We have not for- 
gotten the 270 victims who perished in that 
cowardly act of terrorism. And we have not 
forgotten their families. On behalf of the 
American people, we remember your loss 
today. We draw strength from your dignity 
and your courage. You are not alone in your 
determination to see that the perpetrators of 
this evil deed are brought to justice. Your 
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country stands with you and shares your con- 
tinuing grief. 

The sponsors of terrorism hope that with 
the passing of time the world will forget their 
crimes. We will not forget. Time has not di- 
minished our outrage, and it never will. We 
are determined to see that those who com- 
mitted these murders are brought to justice. 
That is why we continue to demand the ex- 
tradition of the two Libyans who have been 
indicted for this vicious offense to stand trial 
in the U.S. or U.K. It is also why we have 
pushed for and secured tough international 
sanctions against Libya that we strengthened 
further with legislation in 1996. We will not 
rest until this case is closed and justice is 
done. 


NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release 
by the Office of the Press Secretary until 12 noon 
on December 21, the anniversary date of the 
bombing. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
December 21, 1996 


In just a few days we celebrate the miracle 
of Christmas, the gift of light and hope that 
has lasted for nearly 2,000 years. I'd like to 
talk about how we can share that gift by shin- 
ing the light of literacy on millions of pre- 
cious children and families. 

Literacy is about reading, but it’s about 
much more, too. It’s about opportunity, giv- 
ing people the tools to make the most of their 
God-given potential. It’s about preparing 
people for the 21st century, when a fully lit- 
erate work force will be crucial to our 
strength as a nation. Without literacy, the his- 
tory books and job manuals are closed, the 
Internet is turned off, and the promise of 
America is much harder to reach. 

To achieve our full potential as a nation, 
we must make sure everyone can read, adults 
as well as children. I’m proud that we’re in- 
creasing the assistance we give to States for 
adult education and literacy by more than 
50 percent, the largest increase in more than 
30 years. This will help hundreds of thou- 
sands of adults to rise to the obligations of 
family and community and to make the most 
of their own lives. 
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When it comes to children, the first teach- 
ers must always be their parents. Hillary and 
I still talk about the books we read to Chelsea 
when we were so tired we could hardly stay 
awake. I urge all of America’s parents, make 
sure there are books beneath your Christmas 
tree. Share the joy of reading as a family. 

Of course, parents can’t do it alone. Our 
country has outstanding teachers and edu- 
cators on the frontlines of the literacy cru- 
sade, but all the rest of us must work with 
them to make sure that every child and every 
adult can read. 

This summer in Wyandotte, Michigan, I 
announced a national literacy campaign 
called America Reads that begins with a clear 
national goal: Every American child should 
be able to read on his or her own by the 
third grade. I —— to meet that goal by 
using 30,000 reading specialists and volun- 
teer coordinators to mobilize a million volun- 
teer reading tutors all across America. This 
week I announced that my Domestic Policy 
Adviser, Carol Rasco, will move to the Edu- 
cation Department with Secretary Riley to 
head this effort, to make absolutely sure we 
have the highest level attention to get the 
job done. 

We know that individualized tutoring 
works. Here in the Nation’s Capital there are 
many remarkable tutoring programs, such as 
the St. Ann’s Infant Home; Growing To- 
gether, which helps public school children 
to double their rate of learning; and the 
Academy of Hope, which teaches adults to 
read. 

Yesterday some of these students joined 
me for my annual reading of “ "Twas the night 
before Christmas,” and they're here with me 
now. If more Americans could see their joy 
in reading and learning, we'd have our one 
million volunteers overnight. 

Today we're taking the next major step in 
our America Reads campaign, to build our 
army of reading tutors on college campuses 
all across America. This fall, at my request, 
Congress created over 200,000 new work- 
study jobs on America’s college campuses. 
Work-study helps young people to work their 
way through college, often by serving their 
school. I want a large portion of work-study 
to be devoted to community service and es- 
pecially to teaching our children to read. 
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Today I’m happy to announce that 20 of 
our Nation’s leading college presidents, from 
San Francisco to Texas to Southern Illinois, 
are unleashing the energy and enthusiasm of 
their students to help every 8-year-old learn 
to read. As members of a new America Reads 
college presidents steering committee, they 
will each dedicate half of their new work- 
study slots to students who work as reading 
tutors. Right away this should give us thou- 
sands of new tutors, a downpayment toward 
our goal of enlisting 100,000 work-study stu- 
dents to help America read. 

The steering committee members will also 
recruit at least five more college presidents 
to join the effort. To help them I am making 
an important change in the work-study pro- 
gram. If a student works as a reading tutor, 
colleges will no longer be required to pay 
one-quarter of that student’s work-study 
costs. With today’s actions by these college 
presidents, and with the steps we are taking 
to help them, college students can now work 
their way through school by teaching our 
children to read. That is how we will take 
more responsibility, create more opportunity, 
and build a stronger, more united community 
for all Americans. 

These students will create a whole new 
culture of service, working alongside our 
AmeriCorps volunteers who will be doing the 
same, inspiring hundreds of thousands of 
Americans to tutor not just children but adult 
learners as well. 

There is simply no better way to serve your 
country and your community than by helping 
children and adults to read. And there is no 
better time to start than Christmas, the sea- 
son of enlightenment. By reading to your 
own children, by giving your time so that oth- 
ers might learn to read, you can light a spark 
that keeps the spirit of Christmas burning 
every day of the year. 

Thanks for listening. 


NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:36 p.m. on 
December 20 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
21. 
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Remarks to the Community at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina 


December 23, 1996 


Thank you very much. Please sit down. 
Lieutenant General Wilhelm, Sergeant 
Major Wilson, Major General Howard, 
Major General Smith, members of the Camp 
Lejeune and Jacksonville community; my 
good friend Governor Hunt; Representative 
McHale, Representative-elect Mclntyre, 
Mayor Choate, Chaplain. I also want to thank 
Chief Warrant Officer Anderson and the 2d 
Marine Division Band. Thank you all. 

Lieutenant General Wilhelm was not quite 
right; one person here at least would have 
preferred to hear him speak—me. [Laugh- 
ter] I’ve heard me speak before. And he 
spoke so well, even if briefly, that he said 
most of what I meant to say in fewer words. 

He reminds me of the first speech I ever 
gave, 20 years ago, as a public official. It was 
at a Rotary Club installation banquet. And 
the banquet began at 6:30, and I was intro- 
duced to speak at 10. You know, it was one 
of those things—there were 500 people 
there; everyone was introduced except 3 peo- 
ple—they went home mad. Ten people spoke 
first, and the guy got up to introduce me, 
and he said, “We could stop now and have 
had a very nice evening.” [Laughter] Now, 
he didn’t mean that, but I knew how he felt. 

Let me tell all of you, beginning with you, 
General Wilhelm, this day has been espe- 
cially moving to me. When I got on the plane 
this morning, on Air Force One in Washing- 
ton, flying down here with General 
Shalikashvili and Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs Brown and Navy Secretary Dalton, the 
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, and 
yes, General Krulak himself—{laughter|—I 
was looking forward to this day. But I have 
enjoyed it beyond my wildest expectations. 
I can’t say it the way you do, but I would 
like to say at least hoo-rah—thank you very 
much. 


I’m delighted to be here today to join you 
in the holiday season, to welcome back the 
24th Marine Expeditionary Unit and the 3d 
Battalion, 2d Marines, from their long de- 
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pa and to make a few Christmas de- 
iveries. 

This year at the White House Hillary and 
I asked the staff, instead of giving us tradi- 
tional Christmas gifts, instead to donate toys 
to Toys for Tots, founded by the Marine 
Corps Reserve almost 50 years ago and rep- 
resented ‘here on the stage with me. Since 
then, Toys for Tots has become part of Amer- 
ica’s Christmas. It’s brought holiday happi- 
ness to millions of children. And here in the 
Camp Lejeune-Jacksonville community you 
have set an outstanding example by collecting 
thousands of toys. Well, today we brought 
several sacks filled with toys from the White 
House to add to your efforts. I want to thank 
you for giving us the chance to do it. And 
I want to thank the members of my staff for 
representing all of us at Christmas in this spe- 
cial way. 

Above all, I wanted to bring to Camp 
Lejeune some heartfelt thank-yous—first, to 
our men and women in uniform who put 
themselves on the line every day. You should 
know at Christmastime that you do have the 
knowing and profound gratitude of all Ameri- 
cans. You are helping us to fulfill a sacred 
pledge—to keep our Nation the greatest 
force in the world for peace and freedom, 
for security and prosperity. Your service is 
helping America to remain the world’s indis- 
pensable nation, to lead in this time of tre- 
mendous change all over the world in how 
people work and live, relate to each other, 
and relate to people far beyond their Nation’s 
borders. Only the United States today, thanks 
largely to you, has the ability to lead the 
world in its advance of peace and freedom, 
in its advance of security and prosperity. We 
simply could not do it without the over- 
whelming superiority of Armed Forces which 
you represent. 

America knows that you at Camp Lejeune 
are America’s forces in readiness; forces like 
the 3d Battalion, 8th Marines, whom I just 
met at the mess hall and who must stay on 
alert over Christmas so the rest of us can 
celebrate this holiday of peace in peace. In 
the last 18 months, three/eight has provided 
vital security for our Embassies in Africa, 
supported the mission of giving democracy 
a new chance in Haiti, and performed the 
spectacular rescue of Captain Scott O’Grady 
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in Bosnia. I am very, very proud of all of 


you. 
After the battle of Iwo Jima, Admiral Nim- 


itz said that among the marines who fought 
there, uncorimon valor was a common vir- 
tue. Now, more than 50 years later, you still 
demonstrate that high standard. We see that 
in units like the 24th MEU, which suffered 
such a tragedy when two helicopters collided 
last May, reminding all of us of the dangers 
of serving in the Armed Forces even in 
peacetime. The families of the victims are 
still in our thoughts and prayers, and today 
J salute Captain Walt Kulakowski and Major 
Chuck Johnson, who survived the crash, 
thank God. They're both fully recovered and 
are here with us now. 

I know from my conversation with Colonel 
Natonski at the time how deeply those losses 
affected the 24th MEU and their extended 
family here at Camp Lejeune. Yet, despite 
the tragedy, you never lost a stride. You ful- 
filled your mission in the Mediterranean with 
the skill and discipline that is a hallmark of 
the Marines. And your replacement, the 26th 
MEU and Battalion Landing Team one/ 
eight, are showing the same excellence even 
as we meet here today. 

Because of these units’ devotion to duty, 
our forces on the ground in Bosnia can now 
go forward with their important mission. 
They know, and as Commander in Chief I 
know, that if trouble strikes there, the Ma- 
rines will be there. There is no better insur- 
ance policy than that. 

As Lieutenant General Wilhelm said, this 
has been a good year for America. Through- 
out this year Camp Lejeune’s marines and 
sailors and, indeed, all of our Armed Forces, 
have advanced our Nation’s interest and 
achieved a record of outstanding success. 
You have shown what is best about our coun- 
try, the determination to stand up for free- 
dom, to stand against oppression, the readi- 
ness to give a helping hand. Because of your 
example, people everywhere look to America 
for help and inspiration. 

In the Persian Gulf, America’s men and 
women in uniform tightened the straitjacket 
around a dangerous tyrant. And off the Tai- 
wan Straits, they calmed a rising storm. Be- 
cause of all you have accomplished, more 
people in this holiday season in places like 
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Haiti and Bosnia and, indeed, all around the 
globe can look forward to the blessings of 
a more normal life in the new year. I thank 
you for the service that has made that pos- 
sible, and your Nation thanks you for that 
service. 

I want to give special thanks, too, today 
to our Supreme Allied Commander in Eu- 
rope, General George Joulwan, for all the 
years of arduous service at home and untold 
years abroad and especially for his leading 
role in bringing peace to Bosnia. Today Gen- 
eral Joulwan is announcing his intent to retire 
from the United States Army next spring. I 
thank him for his extraordinary service to the 
Nation, and I wish him and Mrs. Joulwan 
well. He has served in the finest American 
tradition. [Applause] Thank you. 

Finally, in this holiday season, as families 
come together all across our country, I want 
to say a special word of thanks to the families 
here. The burden of America’s leadership in 
the world weighs heavily on the families of 
our men and women in uniform, as the fami- 


lies of marines who have just departed here 


for the Mediterranean and Okinawa know all 
too well. Our Nation asks a lot of our military 
families, long separations, uncertainty, living 
with danger. 

I have visited our forces from Bosnia to 
the Middle East, from Haiti to the Korean 
DMZ, and all across our Nation. I have seen 
the strong backing our troops get from their 
loved ones, backing that is absolutely essen- 
tial for them to do their jobs, to keep their 
families together, to raise their children with 
love and good values and discipline, and to 
build strong communities. In the best of 
times, providing that kind of support takes 
hard work and sacrifices. In other times, it 
can require even more. 

This year in the Camp Lejeune and Jack- 
sonville community, you have shown the 
strength to overcome real crises, one after 
the other. In May you had to pull together 
as one after the helicopter crash. You got the 
seabags packed and got your sailors and ma- 
rines off on their mission. Then the mission 
on the homefront became even tougher than 
the one in the Mediterranean. First, Hurri- 
cane Bertha ripped up homes and trees, 
knocked out power, and turned North Caro- 
lina into a disaster area. No sooner had you 
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cleaned up from that storm when Hurricane 
Fran arrived, packing stronger winds and 
causing even more damage. But with energy 
and resolve, with the special efforts of your 
Key Volunteers, you met these challenges 
well, and housed and fed those who couldn’t 
go home, and put Lejeune back on its feet. 

This time of year more than any other is 
a time of family and faith, of love and giving 
gifts. I thank the families here for the gifts 
they have given to America, to enable us to 
have a Marine Corps, a Navy, an Armed 
Forces that can serve as well as any in all 
of history. 

For all of America, surely there is no great- 
er gift at Christmastime than the peace and 
freedom we enjoy. Because you are standing 
watch, our Nation has the greatest freedom 
in history. Because you are there, we can 
grow stronger and everyone has the chance 
to make the most of his or her God-given 
abilities. Because you are standing watch, we 
can raise our children in freedom and give 
them their chance, too. Because you are 
standing watch, those children can sleep 
without fear and wake up to the kinds of holi- 
days we are about to celebrate. 

Day-in and day-out, your sacrifice makes 
all this possible. It is your gift to your country. 
For all your fellow Americans, in a very real 
sense you make every day Christmas. You 
have always been faithful to America, and 
America must always be faithful to you. 

Thank you. Semper Fi. Happy holidays. 
God bless you, and God bless America. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. at 
Goettge Memorial Fieldhouse. In his remarks, he 
referred to Lt. Gen. Charles E. Wilhelm, USMC, 
Commander, Maj. Gen. Ray L. Smith, USMC, 
Deputy Commander, and Sgt. Maj. Albert S. Wil- 
son, USMC, Marine Forces Atlantic; Maj. Gen. 
Patrick G. Howard, Commanding General, Camp 
Lejeune; Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr., of North Caro- 
lina; Mayor Marvin Choate of Jacksonville, NC: 
Lt. Bern Nowack, USN, Chaplain, Battalion 
Landing Team, 2d Battalion, 8th Marines; Chief 
Warrant Officer Tommy L. Anderson, Director, 
2d Marine Division Band; and Col. Richard 
Natonski, USMC, Commanding Officer, 24th Ma- 
rine Expeditionary Unit. 
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Statement on the Retirement of 
General George A. Joulwan, USA 


December 23, 1996 


Today Gen. George Joulwan, the Com- 
mander in Chief, U.S. European Command, 
and the Supreme Allied Commander, Eu- 
rope, announced that he plans to retire next 
spring, after 36 years of active duty service. 
I want to take this opportunity to commend 
this extraordinary soldier for his exemplary 
service to his Nation, particularly his role in 
building a new post-cold-war security struc- 
ture in Europe. 

His sound military advice on the use of 
military power to back U.S. diplomacy, his 
crucial role in shaping new security struc- 
tures and partnerships, and his superlative 
leadership in implementing peace in Bosnia 
will ensure that the NATO Alliance will re- 
main the anchor of American engagement in 
Europe and the linchpin of transatlantic se- 
curity. In Bosnia, a breakthrough was 
achieved when he married appropriate mili- 
tary power to diplomatic leadership. He 
seized this opportunity for peace which he 
had created, helped to broker a cease-fire, 
and then, through his command of the mullti- 
national force IFOR, he ensured a stable and 
secure environment so that the parties had 
the confidence to carry out their obligations 
under the Dayton agreement. 

As General Joulwan worked to bring peace 
to Bosnia, he also led the effort to transform 
NATO so that it could better address such 
conflicts and remain the guarantor of Eu- 
rope’s democracy and the central force for 
European stability. He was the architect of 
the adaptation of NATO to meet the new 
challenges of a changed world, enhancing its 
security through the Partnership For Peace 
program and by modernizing its command 
structure. His efforts have built a foundation 
for a Europe that is safe, secure, and demo- 
cratic well into the 21st century. 

General Joulwan’s leadership and wise 
counsel will truly be missed in the senior de- 
cisionmaking ranks of our national security 
structure. Hillary and I join our NATO allies 
in wishing him the very best. 
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Christmas Greeting to the Nation 
December 23, 1996 


The President. Hillary and | wish all of 
you the peace and joy of the holiday season, 
a time for us to rejoice in each other’s com- 
pany and in the spirit of the season, a spirit 
of sharing and giving and making peace. 

I want to send a special greeting to all the 
peacemakers among us, ie to our 
brave men and women in uniform who are 
away from home. You’re on a mission of 
peace. I join with all Americans to thank you 
for your service and to pray for your safe 
return. 

The First Lady. Christmas is an oppor- 
tunity for all of us to give thanks for the bless- 
ings we share as families, friends, and Ameri- 
cans. But most important, it is a time for chil- 
dren, and I hope that during this holiday sea- 
son we will remember our Nation’s neediest 
children and extend the spirit of giving to 
them with our love, our prayers, and our gen- 
erosity. 

The President. May the spirit of Christ- 
mas and the magic of the wonderful season 
be with you and your loved ones throughout 
the holidays and in the new year to come. 
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and God 
bless you all. 


NoTE: The greeting was videotaped at 11 a.m. 
in the Diplomatic Reception Room at the White 
House for later broadcast, and it was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on December 
23. 


Executive Order 13032—Further 
Amendment to Executive Order No. 
12964 


December 26, 1996 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App.), and to facilitate the work of 
the Commission on United States-Pacific 
Trade and Investment Policy, it is hereby or- 
dered that Executive Order 12964 of June 
21, 1995, as amended by Executive Order 
12987 of January 31, 1996, is further amend- 
ed in section 2 by deleting in the first sen- 
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tence “December 31, 1996” and inserting 
“February 28, 1997” in lieu thereof. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
December 26, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:25 a.m., December 27, 1996] 


Note: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on December 30. 


Executive Order 13033— 
Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 
and Allowances 


December 27, 1996 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including the laws cited 
herein, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The 
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statuto 
pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)), 
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 
5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health 
Administration of the Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section 
301(a) of Public Law 102-40) at Schedule 
K 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The rates 
of basic pay for senior executives in the Sen- 
ior Executive Service, as adjusted under 5 
U.S.C. 5382, are set forth on Schedule 4 at- 
tached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 3. Executive Salaries. The rates of 
basic pay or salaries for the following offices 
and positions, which remain unchanged pur- 
suant to section 637 of the Treasury, Postal 
Service, and General Government Appro- 
priations Act, 1997, as incorporated in sec- 
tion 101(f) of Public Law 104-208, are set 
forth on the schedules attached hereto and 
made a part hereof: 
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(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5312-5318) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6; 
and 

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 252, and 461(a)) at Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to 
section 601 of Public Law 104—201, the rates 
of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 203(a)), the 
rates of basic allowances for subsistence (37 
U.S.C. 402), and the rates of basic allowances 
for quarters (37 U.S.C. 403(a)) for members 
of the uniformed services and the rate of 
monthly cadet or midshipman pay (37 U.S.C. 
203(c)) are set forth on Schedule § attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay- 
ments. (a) Pursuant to sections 5304 and 
5304a of title 5, United States Code, locality- 
based comparability payments shall be paid 
in accordance with Schedule 9 attached here- 
to and made a part hereof. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Person- 
nel Management shall take such actions as 
may be necessary to implement these pay- 
ments and to publish appropriate notice of 
such payments in the Federal Register. 

Sec. 6. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef- 
fective on January 1, 1997. The other sched- 
ules contained herein are effective on the 
first day of the first applicable pay period be- 
ginning on or after January 1, 1997. 

Sec. 7. Prior Orders Superseded. Execu- 
tive Order 12984 of December 28, 1995, and 
Executive Order 12990 of February 29, 1996, 
are superseded. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
December 27, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 20, 1996] 


Note: This Executive order and the attached an- 
nexes will be published in the Federal Register 
on December 31. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 


not included elsewhere in this issue. 





December 23 


In the morning, the Présideritstraveledéto |) 7 
Camp Lejeune, North Carblinia. In the NOTE: No, nominatioais ‘Were submitted to the 
: Senate during the, per.od-covered by this issue. 


evening, he returned to Washington; DC. 


The President announced his intentign to : 
nominate Jose-Marie Griffiths to~the Na- ° 


tional Commission on Libraries and Informa- 
tion Science. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Robert (Tom) Marsh to serve as 
Chair, and Samuel R. Berger and Jamie S. 
Gorelick as members, of the President’s 
Commission on Critical Infrastructure Pro- 
tection. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Oregon and ordered Federal funds to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by flooding, land and mud 
slides, wind, and severe storms beginning 
November 17 and continuing through De- 
cember 11. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Pennsylvania and ordered Federal funds to 
supplement Commonwealth and local recov- 
ery efforts in the area struck by severe thun- 
derstorms, high winds, rain, and flooding No- 
vember 8-15. 


December 24 

In the evening, the President visited Pen- 
tagon City Mall in Arlington, Virginia, for 
some last-minute Christmas shopping. Later, 


2543 


he and Hillary Clinton watched Chelsea 
Clinton perform in the Washington Ballet’s 
annual holiday production of “The Nut- 
cracker” at the Warner Theater. 





Nominations 


*” Submitted to the Senate 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released December 23 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the release of hostages at the Japanese 
Ambassador’s residence in Lima, Peru 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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